Inn Site Swap Complete!

The Buck Hill Conservation Foundation and The Buck Hill Falls Company are pleased to announce the Inn
Site Swap was recorded on February 4, 2025. The Foundation exchanged its 11.7-acre Inn Site property
for a 687.5-acre Metzgars Conservation Easement on Company land. The Company is how once again
the owner of the Inn Site, and the Foundation has increased land under its managementto 1712 acres.

Plans to secure a conservation easement in this area date back to 2014, when the Foundation was
ultimately not able to raise sufficient grant funding. The plans changed in 2019, when the Company and
Foundation agreed to conduct an IRS 1031 tax-deferred exchange of Inn Site properties for a
conservation easement on both Company and Buck Hill Water Company land. However, this plan was
thwarted by the PA Public Utilities Commission’s opposition to an exchange involving Water Company
land. After some reworking of the proposal, the final plan was agreed in 2024 for an exchange without
Water Company property.

This exchange is a win-win-win for the Company, the Foundation and our community:

e The Company will continue plans for a
Signature Project on the Inn Site, while
continuing to own the easement property and
retain current passive recreational uses.

e The Foundation will further its mission by % o The Buck Hill
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two-thirds and by working on forest
management plans to promote the health of
the new conservation easement land.
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e For our community, this new conservation
easement will create a contiguous ~6,000-
acre watershed conservation area by
establishing a key link between Chestnut
Mountain to the north and the State Game
Lands to the south. According to the Monroe
County 2022 Return on Environment Study, . =
large, forested areas such as this “provide State e Tauds
significant natural system benefits: they help
maintain healthy watersheds and water quality, filter air pollutants, moderate weather extremes,
and provide important wildlife habitats.”

,f » Metzgars
b

Easement
688 acres

Inn Site
tDo-—-— Property
/j@ 11.7 acres

Senior Henry

Lodge Property

Property Liiw

The Foundation’s project to secure the Metzgars Conservation Easement was supported by our donors
and through the Open Space Institute’s Delaware River Watershed Protection Fund, which is made
possible with a lead grant from the William Penn Foundation. The Delaware River Watershed Protection
Program seeks to ensure abundant, clean water within the 13,000 square mile drainage of the Delaware
River. In order to qualify for the grant, the Foundation previously became an accredited land trust by the
national Land Trust Alliance.


https://www.monroecountypa.gov/getmedia/6d0b6bbc-6a0b-416f-ba23-04736b3ac1b1/20220829_MC-_ROE_Summary_Report.pdf
https://www.monroecountypa.gov/getmedia/6d0b6bbc-6a0b-416f-ba23-04736b3ac1b1/20220829_MC-_ROE_Summary_Report.pdf

Garry Cramer, President and COO of the Buck Hill Falls Company, and
Ed Post, Vice President of The Buck Hill Conservation Foundation,
shake hands after closing on the Inn Site swap and the associated

grant of the Metzgars Conservation Easement.

What is a conservation easement?

A conservation easementis a
voluntary legal agreement to restrict
certain land use rights, such as
development, to protect and
enhance the richness of biodiversity
and natural habitat of the land.

e The Buck Hill Falls Company
continues to own the property and
will retain current passive
recreational uses.

e The Buck Hill Conservation
Foundation must uphold and defend
the terms and conditions of the
easement and can perform resource
management activities in
furtherance of the conservation
objectives of the property.

The easement is granted in
perpetuity and runs with the land,
binding all future owners.



