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Best Tree cutting practices: 

Tree topping has always been a prevalent practice within the Buck Hill community – It’s 
easy, cheap, and provides improved visibility. Unfortunately however, the negative 
impacts of tree topping out-weigh the positive ones – In fact, tree topping is perhaps the 
most harmful tree pruning practice known.  

So what exactly is tree topping, and why is it so devastating to a tree’s life? 

In short, tree topping “is the indiscriminate cutting of tree branches and stubs that are not 
large enough to assume the terminal role.” Essentially, tree topping destroys the tree’s 
natural ability to support it self by causing unwanted stress and potential decay to it’s 
natural immune systems.  
 
Some of the risks include: 

• Sunburn: The tree’s canopy is its natural sun protectant, and when 
leaves are removed, the remaining branches and trunk are suddenly 
exposed to high levels of light and heat. The result is sunburn of the 
tissues beneath the bark which can lead to bark splitting, and death 
of branches 

• Stress: Tree topping can remove 50 to 100 percent of a tree’s leaf-bearing crown. 
Leaves are the food factories of a tree and removing them triggers a starve reflex. 
Dormant buds are activated, forcing the rapid growth – but with no energy due to 
a loss of it’s original leaf-system factory, the tree weakens and dies.  

• Decay: Generally, a tree is able to close off wounds and prevent decaying 
organisms from entering the interior channels, however tree topping is 
more often than not too extreme for the tree to handle and provides a 
direct path for decay and rot.  
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So what are the alternatives? 

There are multiple ways to adequately and safely prune trees while at the same time 
enhance views and save money.   

3 Different methods: 

1. Skirting: 

This method can be used when you need to see under or around tall Conifers 
close to your home. You can simply cut all the branches off from the ground 
up to the desired level. Lower branches contribute less energy to tree growth 
than upper branches, so the tree can survive the removal of a number of these 
branches without ill effects. For an aesthetically pleasing shape, don’t limb up 
higher than half the visible height of the tree.  
 

2. Interlimbing or thinning: 

This method can be used if your trees are farther away and you like the idea 
of seeing your view framed through a tracery of green. Remove selected 
branches up the length of the trunk to allow partial views through the tree. 
This process also allows for more light into your yard and will improve tree 
strength in strong storms.  

3. Windowing: 

This method is best utilized for large, dense conifers that present blockage in 
the middle of your view. For windowing, proceed as for interlimbing except 
that instead of removing selected branches up the length of the trunk, remove 
multiple branches from a specific area around or on one side of the trunk. The 
idea of this method is to remove branches until you have a clear view through 
the tree, with the remaining branches acting as a frame above, below, and to 
the side of your view. Windowing can be done symmetrically around the tree 
or in more than one place up the trunk to open views and create a pleasing 
silhouette.  
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Another alternative to pruning and topping is to simply replace the troublesome tree with 
a sizable alternative that will cooperate better with the surrounding vista. A large number 
of native tree species are available, and in the end it comes down to the homeowner’s 
preference – as long as it meets community regulations. “Right Tree – Right Place,” is a 
practice that can be implemented easily and provides for a happy medium between a tree 
and an aesthetic vista. Before planting trees in front of an important scenic area it is 
important to address the needs and overall visual goals of the property, by selecting trees 
that will have the right mature height, crown spread, shade, and polarity. It is important to 
note, that unless you are experienced, it is best to leave large-tree pruning to professionals 
with the right tree pruning and safety equipment.  
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